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Organizers:  FLACSO, Fordham University and Office for Ecuadorian Outreach[footnoteRef:1] [1:   We are a group of Ecuadorian scholars and activists interested in developing a program to further enhance and help understand the varied voices of the Ecuadorian “Diaspora”.  The primary objective of this endeavor is to enable better access to resources as well as information, which is particularly important given the current climate of migrant anxiety and hybrid globalization.  In this manner we understand the Ecuadorian Diaspora as fluid and subject to constant change with a diversity of immigrant experiences, processes, and day-to-day struggles.
   
] 

Contact:     Maria Amelia Viteri, Ph.D., FLACSO/Ecuador
          Hugo Benavides, Ph.D., Universidad de Fordham, Nueva York 

Places:         Fordham University (Rose-Hill/Bronx), Nueva York, Dealy 406A
	         Quito, FLACSO/Ecuador (Hemiciclo)

Date:          Tuesday, April 26, 2011
Time	       7:00 – 9:00 pm(NYC time); 6:00 – 8:00 pm (Ecuador time) 




*This event is part of the preliminary activities of the IV International Congress on Migration and Development that will take in Quito, FLACSO, Ecuador between May 18-20, 2011.


Overview
In the 1960s the Ecuadorian nation-state confronted a series of socio-economic impacts that made migration abroad, initially to the United States, but later to Venezuela and Europe, as well, a viable option, even a vital survival mechanism. In the last four decades these trans-national migrations have had a significant impact upon almost every Ecuadorian citizen and in the process affected the nation's cultural production and national identity in powerful ways.  
Unfortunately the last year has also seen an increase in attacks on migrant subjects both in the United States and Europe, including the most recent homo-phobically-laden attacks of Ecuadorians (e.g., the cases of Marcelo Lucero and José Sucuzhanay in 2008 in Queens and the most recent gang-rape in the Bronx).  The increase in xenophobia in the developed world reflects the continuing success of migrants abroad and at home, including the increasing power of minority communities in the United States and Europe.  These new trans-national processes call for a serious assessment of the migrant experience of Ecuadorians, and the manner in which this identification has contributed to new ways of imagining the global Ecuadorian and Latin American subject.  
This round-table looks to continue this dialogue within the Diasporic Ecuadorian collective body and the differing nation-states in order to better understand and support the different needs of all of us involved.  It is also our objective that this panel will help consolidate our interest in creating the first, and much needed, center for Ecuadorian studies, which although academic in its structure both has a migrant support- and policy-oriented perspective.  In this manner we look to position ourselves in the continuing dialogue of the Diasporic Ecuadorian community and hopefully contribute in a positive manner to learning and gaining from the depth of Ecuadorian experiences.

With the support of University of Fordham: Center for Latin American and Latino Studies, M.A. Program in Humanities and Sciences, Sociology/Anthropology; FLACSO/Ecuador; Red Internacional de Migración; CLACLS (The Center for Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies at CUNY Graduate Center); Juventud Ecuatoriana; Ecuador´s Consul General in New York City; SENPLADES; Casa Ecuatoriana in NYC.
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