Ms. O from Ecuador
“He treated me worse than an animal and wouldn’t let me escape from the house. I had to leave to save my own life.”
Ms. O is a citizen of Ecuador filing for asylum based on membership in a social group. Ms. O has experienced persecution from her father in the form of pervasive physical, sexual, and psychological abuse.

Ms. O was born in 1991 in the small village of Canar, Ecuador. Her father is an alcoholic and has abused her since she began menstruating at the age of 14. He told her if he ever caught her talking to anyone else, he would cut out her tongue, and he regularly molested her. On one occasion, her father urinated on her, threw her onto the floor, and then ordered her to masturbate. When she refused, he beat her and her siblings were forcibly removed from the house. They were forced to return, but in 2011, Ms. O snuck out to attend college in a different city, but her father came to the college and forced her to return home. He continued his abuse, forcing her to kiss his feet to get water and then giving it to her in a dog bowl. On June 8, 2012, her father came home drunk and tried to rape her again, but she was able to defend herself and left. At this point, she decided to leave and obtained transportation to the US/Mexico border, where she was obtained by the ICE. 
Ms. O most recently entered the United States on August 28, 2012 without inspection. She was apprehended by ICE on the same day.  Ms. O was held in detention and released on October 24, 2012. Her individual hearing is on November 15, 2018. 
