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Gender violence has been at the forefront of women’s human rights struggles for decades, shaping political
movements and NGO and government programs related to women’s empowerment, community
development, and public health. Drawing on over twenty years of research and activism in rural

Ecuador, The Prism of Human Rights provides a remarkably intimate view of what these rights-based
programs actually achieve over the long term. Friederic brings us into the lives of women, men, and
children who find themselves entangled in intimate partner violence, structural violence, political economic
change, and a global cultural project in which “rights” are associated with modernity, development, and
democratic states. She details the multiple forms of violence that rural women experience; shows the
diverse ways they make sense of, endure, and combat this violence; and helps us understand how people
are grappling with new ideas of gender, rights, and even of violence itself. Ultimately, Friederic
demonstrates that rights-based interventions provide important openings for women seeking a life free of
violence, but they also unwittingly expose “liberated” women to more extreme dynamics of structural
violence. Thus, these interventions often reduce women’s room for maneuver and encourage communities
to hide violence in order to appear “modern” and “developed.” This analysis of human rights in practice is
essential for anyone seeking to promote justice in a culturally responsible manner, and for anyone who
hopes to understand how the globalization of rights, legal institutions, and moral visions is transforming
distant locales and often perpetuating violence in the process.

KARIN FRIEDERIC is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at Wake Forest
University in North Carolina.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Prologue: Gabriela’s Story, Part |

Chapter 1: “Violencia Adentro”: Situating Gender Violence in Rural Ecuador
Chapter 2: Gender Politics of Rural Households

Chapter 3: Gendered Bodies and Sexual Politics on the Coast

Chapter 4: “; Por qué me maltrate asi?”: Rethinking Violence, Rethinking Justice
Interlude: Gabriela’s Story, Part i

Chapter 5: The Prism of Human Rights: Empowering Women for Gender Justice
Chapter 6: Cultivating Modern Selves: Reframing Sexuality and Violence within a Moral Economy of
Development

Chapter 7: Conclusion: Vernacularizing Human Rights for Gender Justice
Epilogue: Gabriela’s Story, Part IlI

REVGGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS rutgersuniversitypress.org

Karin Friederic

Seeking Justice amid Gender

Violence in Rural Ecuador

242 pages, 8 b/w images, 6 x 9
9781978835320 paper $34.95 $24.47
9781978835337cloth $120.00 $84.00
August 2023

Ebook available directly

30% OFF + free shipping

rutgersuniversitypress.org or 1 800 621 2736
US orders only « Code: RFLR19

In Canada:

20% OFF « Code: RUTGERS20

Free shipping online with orders over $40
ubcpress.ca/rutgers or 1 800 565 9523

In Latin America: Use either the US code
above or the Eurospan code below

In the UK, Europe, and the rest of the world:
20% OFF « Code: RutFriendsFamily

Free shipping worldwide
eurospanbookstore.com or

Email: trade.orders@marston.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1235 465576

International:

Email: direct.orders@marston.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577

Prices are in local currencies.

Examination and desk copies:
rutgersuniversitypress.org/educators

Join our mailing list for news and special
offers: rutgersuniversitypress.org/specials




